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Our pupils continue to try their best, progressing their learning and impressing their 
teachers with al of their hard work. 
Mr Hayman reports on our budding scientists. 
“The key stage 4 students have been busy with entry level coursework. This term our topic 
is electricity. after lots of hard work learning about electrical safety, we learned about circuit 
diagrams, making our own circuits, naming electrical components and making our own 
switches.  
In key stage 3, we have been looking at ways to improve our school environment. We 
researched local birds and made feeders full of their favourite food. We think the squirrels 
probably got to them first though! We also made invertebrate homes from drainpipe and 
from plant pots”. 

Within Maths Mr Hayman has been promoting ‘money’, a really important life skill for all 
young people. 
“Most of the key stage 4 students have been learning about money as part of their entry 
level coursework. We learned to recognise coins, add small amounts of money together, 
make totals of money from coins and notes and worked out change. 
Key stage 3 students and some of the key stage 4 students continue to work on 
individualised programmes of study. Topics this term have included calculations, 
sequences, weighing and working with 2D and 3D shapes”. 

Mrs Ellis and her team continue to inspire our pupils, especially with their communication 
and reading skills. The Beanstalk Charity is a really exciting venture and hugely beneficial 
for our pupils.  
“Last half term both Key Stage 3 groups settled in to the routine of following their individual 
programmes which are designed to develop their literacy skills.  
JK 
For several members of JK this was their first half term in the Secondary Department so 
they had lots of new things to get used to. However, they have risen to the challenges 
presented to them and have already made great progress with both their literacy and 
communication skills. 
ME/SH 
ME/SH worked very hard and have all made progress in both their literacy and 
communication skills. However, the area in which the most noticeable progress has been 
made is in the development of speaking and listening skills. They have all become more 
assertive in their communication and now ask questions for clarification much more 
readily. The are also communicating much more confidently with a range of adults and 
pupils. 
HS 
The students in HS managed to complete a unit of the 'Additional English' course in the 
first half term of the year which is an amazing achievement. This was the 'Creating 
Narratives' unit and the work will be submitted to the exam board in December. They have 
already begun work on their next unit. 

AG 
Last half term the students began work on the 'Exploring Narratives' unit. The class is split 
in to three different groups and the texts being covered are 'Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher's Stone' by J.K.Rowling, 'When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit' by Judith Kerr and 
'The Twits' by Roald Dahl. Students and staff alike are thoroughly enjoying this unit. 
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Beanstalk Charity 
It has been almost a term since our Beanstalk volunteer began working with three of our 
pupils. It is already evident how much this regular, focussed, high quality support has 
benefited the pupils concerned. The evidence is seen daily in their reading and in their 
communication skills. We are very excited that we will soon be receiving the support of 
another volunteer. The charity is currently training more volunteers and have commented 
on the wealth of high calibre volunteers they have found in Norfolk (the charity only came 
to Norfolk in the Spring). We are delighted that they agreed to support us as the charity 
has previously only worked with mainstream schools”. 

Mrs Strivens is really bringing pupils learning to life and ensuring they are equipped with 
the knowledge and skills to keep themselves safe. Highlighting historical events is also 
evident within Mrs Striven’s teaching and I know my form created some beautiful poppies 
that contributed to the wreath.  
Fire Safety Session for KS3 and KS4 Pupils. 
“As part of my Forest School course I have learnt how to teach students safe practice 
around fire.  
This was with secondary students Form HS, Form JK and Form ME/SH.  

Before Bonfire night/Fireworks weekend I planned a series of lessons about Fire.  
They included -  
History of Bonfire night.  
Celebrations.  
Our own personal experiences.  
How to keep safe.  

On the Morning of Friday 3rd November with Mr Hayman I gave a session about Fire 
safety.  
This was one hour of explaining/discussing/showing/teaching how to be safe around fire.  
We then went outside and put into practise what we had learnt by lighting the Fire Pit.  
I shared the risk assessment, fire safety equipment and best practice.  
Mr Hayman was there to teach pupils about Fire and the science behind it.  
We then all enjoyed the experience of outdoor learning and toasting a marshmallow on the 
fire.  
I feel that this hands on practical learning experience was well placed before fireworks 
weekend. 
The pupils enjoyed the session and were very receptive and open to learning about fire 
safety.  
Remembrance Wreath for War Memorial Armistice Day Service 2017  
The week before Remembrance weekend I taught Primary and Secondary classes about 
Remembrance.  
Personalised to each class and their level of understanding we talked about our own 
experiences.  
We watched an animation about the notion of World War 1 and Remembrance. Older 
pupils also watched an animation about facts about Poppy making and why we wear 
poppies.  
We individually made Poppies and these formed to a make a wreath. I was invited by 
David Scott at Christchurch to lay the wreath on behalf of the Clare School at Norwich War 
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Memorial on Saturday 11th November at 11am. This week I am sharing with the pupils 
about what happened at the service”. 

Jan has informed me that the Sixth Form Students are once again offering staff lunches 
every Monday. Staff have the opportunity to enjoy homemade soup and a roll with their 
colleagues in the life skills room.  

The new pupils in my form have settled well into the daily routines and are forming really 
positive relationships both with their peers and adults. 
We all enjoyed our second trip last half term visiting Gressenhall Rural Life Museum for a 
‘Harvest Crumble Day’. The pupils enthusiastically picked apples in the orchard, bought 
ingredients in the Victorian Shop and made their own individual crumbles in the Victorian 
kitchen. After lunch we finished our visit down on the farm, meeting the shire horses, 
piglets, cows and sheep and we toured the farm on a tractor. Pupils also explored the old 
farm machinery and enjoyed grinding wheat into flour. Another bespoke trip led by the 
amazing staff at Gressenhall Rural Life Museum. 
This half term we are planning to visit Santa at Jarrolds, to receive a present and to post 
pupils letters to Father Christmas. We will also be visiting Thursford Winter Wonderland 
and the Riverside Chinese Buffet to sample oriental dishes. 
We have an abundance of craft activities to complete, some for pupils to take home and 
some to sell on our stall at the Christmas Fayre. This week in class we are holding a 
‘Science Week’, carrying out numerous experiments to provoke pupils curiosity to how 
things happen and why. Their first challenge today was to rescue sea creatures from an 
iceberg, using tools, sand and water, promoting liquids and solids and how to reverse 
these changes. Some other experiments pupils will be involved in this week include 
creating ‘rock & roll eggs’, ‘surprise spinners’, ‘bendy balancers’, ‘oozing slime’, ‘floating 
ball game’ and ‘panpipe straws’. 

I will wish you all an early ‘Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year’. 

Lisa Henman 
Formal Curriculum Lead


