
It is a real pleasure to read how the formal pupils are progressing their learning and 
developing new skills. The opportunities and experiences on offer from the formal teachers 
are exceptional and so exciting… 

Mrs Ellis informs of how her groups are excelling “During the last half term Key Stage 3 
students continued to be busy with the development of their literacy and speaking and 
listening/communication skills. They all continue to make progress and constantly amaze 
us with their learning”. 
“Key Stage 4 students have continued to work upon the acting and filming of selected 
scenes from Macbeth. Their acting and associated understanding of the characters and 
events continues to develop and improve. There have been many ‘Wow’ moments and 
discrete dabbing of eyelids by staff. We could never have predicted how fantastic this 
experience was going to be and the skill and talent that we would witness. We are nearing 
the end of filming now and then we will be moving on to the production of coursework. The 
filmed clips will form a large part of the evidence needed to meet the criteria set by the 
exam board. However, we will also demonstrate understanding in a variety of other ways. 
There will be a point in the future when we will invite people to watch the film clips and see 
how amazing the pupils are in the demonstration of their understanding through their 
acting”. 
“Last half term FE students completed the Additional English unit ‘Exploring Events and 
Characters in Audio/Visual Texts’ and this work has now been submitted to the exam 
board. They have now embarked upon a new unit ‘Exploring Poetry’. So far they have 
already shown quite a deep understanding of the poems we have listened to and have 
begun to select the type of poem they wish to explore further”. 
“This term also marks the beginning of a new project. We are about to begin working with 
a national charity called ‘Beanstalk’. This charity supports the development of reading in 
schools through the provision of trained volunteers who support specific children. The 
volunteers work with individual pupils twice a week for half hour sessions. We are the first 
special school to work with Beanstalk and we are extremely excited by this. Initially we will 
have one volunteer who will work with three pupils but we are hoping to increase this 
number in the future. For more information look at the charity’s website 
www.beanstalk.co.uk . The staff who are involved in the organisation of this are Emma 
Collins, Becky King and myself”. 

Within Life Skills lessons Jan Sutherland has enabled students to be creative and healthy. 
“KS3 and 4 students took part in the Clare School Sandwich challenge. Students were 
challenged to create a sandwich which was healthy, tasty and attractively presented. Each 
category was marked out of a possible 10 points. Miss Wicks was our judge but did not 
know who had made which sandwich. Entries were of an excellent standard with students 
understanding the importance of presentation as well as taste and health”. 

So fantastic to hear about the progress pupils are making with their numeracy skills, Mr 
Hayman proudly informs. “The students continue to work hard in maths. It was great to get 
our KS4 coursework back from before Christmas and find out that all our units at entry 
level 2 and 3 have been passed and the units banked towards entry level qualifications. 
The Key stage 4 students have now completed 8 of the 13 credits needed for an entry 
level certificate.  
Key stage 3 students are all working hard too, developing their maths skills through 
individual programs”. 

Mr Hayman highlights the fantastic progress pupils are making within science. 
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“The key stage 4 students have now completed their work on the human body and are 
now learning about energy use, both at home and in the workplace. Our health and safety 
in science units were all passed by the exam moderators and the credits have been 
banked. 
In key stage 3, the students really enjoyed learning about the Earth, Sun, Moon and the 
planets in our Solar System. We loved making our giant planets for the scale model of the 
solar system outside the science room”. 

Within Humanities Mrs Strivens organised what sounds like a really fantastic session to 
enhance pupils learning. 
“Students particularly enjoyed meeting two Captains from the Norwich Salvation Army 
Citadel, who also happen to be parents from the Clare school too!  
They engaged well with all the students delivering a very visual and interactive 
presentation which included a Cornet and Tambril performance. Both Allister and Kathleen 
Versfeld gave impartial factual information about the Salvation Army. They shared the 
history of the Salvation Army and the religious principles they value. Students learnt that 
either religious or non religious this charity was there to support all in the local community 
and abroad.  
The students came away with a fantastic understanding of the work of the Salvation Army. 
We were all very pleased to have such enthusiastic guests”. 

Miss Kemp highlights the fabulous creativity displayed by students within the FE 
Department. “Students have been working collaboratively to create an "under the sea" 
themed piece which will be on display in the meetings room next half term. Pupils have 
researched creatures that live in the sea and using their ideas boards have begun weaving 
and textile activities. All pupils have been working really hard on this project but special 
mention for Rhys Barker as he has focused really well this half term”. 

My form continue their learning both in and outside the classroom with a visit to the 
Dinosaur Park, which really brought their learning to life. In class we shared dinosaur non 
fiction and fiction books, pupils dug for dinosaur bones, they dusted off fossils, matched 
dinosaurs with their skeleton and sorted dinosaurs by their size and diet. During the visit 
pupils independently took photographs of the dinosaurs and this opportunity really helped 
to put into perspective the size of these magnificent, extinct animals. 
Pupils have also enjoyed spoiling their Mums by creating cards and gifts, as well as 
sharing songs and a presentation during the annual Mother’s Day Service at Christ 
Church, led by Patrick Richmond.  

Towards the end of the half term, pupils continued  
being creative, designing an easter bonnet and a 
basket, which was used to collect chocolate eggs 
hidden in our garden by the easter bunny! 

The safety of our pupils is paramount and through 
PSHE lessons we can educate them on how to 
keep themselves safe. To reinforce this learning we 
had a police lady and PCSO visit our class to 
discuss ‘street safety and getting lost’. Pupils 
dressed up as ‘people who help us’ and who are 
‘safe strangers’ to ask and answer questions. They especially enjoyed trying on the police 
helmets and hand cuffs! 
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We have recently returned from another successful residential at Eaton vale activity 
Centre…I will inform of this adventure next time! 
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