
After a restful Summer break, staff and pupils have returned refreshed and ready for the 
new academic year ahead. This report highlights the teachers intentions of how they will 
continue to support our formal pupils to develop and progress their knowledge and skills. 
This will be achieved by offering a wide range of learning experiences and opportunities 
tailored to individuals interests, learning styles and needs. 

During science lessons Mr Hayman continues to enthuse pupils, I think it will be especially 
exciting for the pupils to be able to experiment with making their own light up Christmas 
decorations.  
“Key Stage 3 pupils will be learning about the local environment, how people affect it and 
what we can do to help. We will be learning about some local species of animals and 
plants, taking pictures of the local environment, building bird feeders, putting together 
shelters to attract invertebrates and finding practical ways that we can help the 
environment. Some students will also learn about global issues such as climate change 
and how human activity can affect this.  
Pupils will also be learning about light. We will start with lots of experiments, exploring 
light, shadows, reflection and refraction. As we approach Christmas, we will use our 
knowledge to make light up decorations. 
Key stage 4 pupils will be learning about electricity as part of their coursework. Students 
will learn to build different kinds of circuits, use different electrical components and apply 
their skills to build games and various switches. All work will be taught with a big emphasis 
on electrical safety and the difference between stored and mains electricity”. 

Advancing pupils Numeracy knowledge and skills is essential in enabling our pupils to 
participate in real life situations. Mr Hayman supports all pupils, ensuring differentiation to 
progress all learners. 
“In key stage 4, students will continue to work on their coursework. They will complete 
units on money, angles and fractions. 
Students not involved in coursework will work on similar topics on work carefully planned 
to meet their learning needs. 
In key stage 3, students will continue to work on individual programmes. Overarching 
topics this term include weight, capacity, sequences and, of course, lots of number and 
calculation”. 

In addition, communication is key for our pupils an area in which Mrs Ellis promotes highly, 
ensuring pupils needs, desires and wishes are met. Enabling their Literacy knowledge and 
skills to be developed at their stage of learning. 
“Form ME/SH will be focusing on the development of their literacy skills. They will 
be following individual programmes which have been designed to meet their needs. There 
will also be a strong focus on the development of communication skills. A variety of texts 
will be used for the development of aural comprehension skills and also for pleasure. 
Form JK will be focussing on the development of their literacy skills. They will 
be following individual programmes which have been designed to meet their needs. There 
will also be focused work on the development of ‘sound awareness’. This will range from 
an awareness of environmental sounds to the sounds of individual phonemes. A variety of 
texts will be shared and through these aural comprehension skills and language in general 
will be developed. Throughout all activities communication skills will continue to be 
supported and developed. 
Form HS will be undertaking the ‘Creating Narratives’ unit of the Additional 
English course. There will also be a strong focus on the continued development of literacy 
skills and pupils will be following programmes designed to support and develop their skills. 
Throughout all activities communication skills will continue to be supported and developed. 



Form AG will be undertaking the ‘Exploring Narratives’ unit of the Additional 
English course. They will do this in small groups and focus on the analysis of two texts. 
Throughout all activities communication skills will continue to be supported and 
developed”. 

Mrs Sutherland continues to offer our pupils opportunities to gain recognition for the 
knowledge and skills they develop within her lessons. 
“Students in Life Skills will be starting on ASDAN courses. We have students working 
towards 5 different ASDAN awards which are appropriate to their individual abilities. We 
also have 3 pupils in FE who will hopefully be working towards a Jamie Oliver Home 
Cooking Skills Btec Award”. 

We welcome Mrs Doel, who will now be teaching PSHE to our formal pupils. It looks like 
pupils will be given a host of opportunities and experiences to be involved in questioning 
and answering skills, thinking firstly about themselves and later how they can help others. 
“Key Stage 3 pupils will be focusing on Ourselves. What makes me who I am? What do I 
like/ dislike? They will then explore the clothes they wear, learning to choose different 
clothes depending on weather, gender or location. Lastly we will explore differences and 
similarities  between ourselves and others around us.
Key Stage 4 pupils will be exploring Citizenship. Pupils will be finding out about 
themselves and others, what differences and similarities do we share with others around 
us? They will take part in making choices and exploring why we have rules. We will also 
look at how we can help others and link that into our Christmas Shoebox Appeal”.

Mrs Ashby continues to promote pupils love of music, both with experiences and by 
experimenting.
“Form AG and Form HS will be learning about the themes love and water which are linked 
to The Little Mermaid ballet that many of the group are going to see at The Theatre Royal 
on the 28th September. They will create music and a dance to the two main themes. 
Form ME/SH and Form JK will be learning about Medieval Music. Learning about church 
music for example plain chants. Using pictures of castles, Bayeux Tapestry (linked with 
Norman History topic) as graphic notation and adding symbols for slow/fast, loud/quiet and 
high/low. Creating rhythmic patterns which can be repeated and adding symbols for tempo 
and dynamics”. 

Art & Design sessions really enable our pupils to express themselves and promotes 
creativity, led enthusiastically by Miss Kemp. 
“Within Key Stage 3 we are learning about Mexican Celebrations, pupils will explore 
Mexican Art and festival traditions. Through this topic pupils will consider elements of 
pattern shape and placement before designing and creating a life size skeleton, decorated 
with patterns from Mexican culture. 
Key Stage 4 pupils will explore a range of illustrators and artistic styles, including the work 
of Chris Haughton. Pupils will design and create their own characters before placing them 
in a class story. Pupils to explore illustration processes and paper making.  
FE students will work together on an Enterprise Project. Pupils will plan, organise and 
negotiate a Christmas Enterprise Project which will require them to create Christmas 
cards, tags, and gifts to sell both in and out of school. Pupils will assign each other roles in 
the project and work alongside staff to make the project a success. Four pupils in this 
group will also begin modules for GCSE Art and Design”. 



Our Humanities teacher Mrs Strivens provides stimulating learning experiences for our 
Formal pupils, which this year has been extended to her supporting some of our younger 
pupils. 
“I am currently undertaking my level 3 practitioners course lasting one year delivered by 
the Forest School Association. I will be working with Julie Hatfield's class to provide 
outdoor learning that reflects the Forest School ethos. I will be facilitating opportunities for 
exploration, learning, dialogue and reflection. I will be building upon the child's interests 
and the sessions will largely be led by the children and not adult directed activities. The 
learning journals will provide a place to see photos, comments and a journey in their time 
spent outside”. 

I have had to say goodbye to five of my pupils, who have moved on to the Secondary 
Department. I am aware that they are settling in really well, adapting to moving around the 
different classes and working hard for their new teachers…I wish them every success with 
advancing their learning and I am confident that they will try their best! 
I have welcomed three new boys to my class, who are settling in well, learning how to 
follow daily routines and building relationships with all staff as well as making new friends. 
During Literacy and Numeracy sessions pupils continue to follow individual learning plans, 
tailored to meet their needs ensuring they are developing their knowledge and skills and 
are succeeding at their level of learning.  
This half term our topic is ‘Ourselves’, which is being promoted through art and design 
activities. Firstly, pupils discussed and recorded something they enjoyed last year, 
something they are looking forward to, something they are good at and something they 
would like to improve. All pupils successfully gave independent responses. Pupils will be 
learning about similarities and differences with a focus on creating their own portraits in 
different forms. Pupils have used photographs of their faces, one colour and one black and 
white, cut into strips, which they weaved together, they look really effective! The ‘Home 
Corner’ has been transformed into an Artists Studio/Art Gallery, for pupils to experiment 
with painting portraits and taking photographs of their peers using different facial 
expressions, promoting pupils to think about a range of feelings.  
Pupils will also be looking at the works of Giuseppe Arcimboldo, well known for his 
portraits of people made up of fruit and vegetables. Pupils will experiment using plastic, 
paper and real fruit and vegetables to create their masterpieces, which will lead us into 
learning about ‘healthy foods’. 
Last Friday we had a really successful visit to The Sainsbury Centre. Pupils enjoyed 
travelling there on the number 25 double decker bus, their enthusiasm shone through 
during the tour of the different collections as well as with their photographing and sketching 
of the paintings and sculptures on display. 

We have another trip planned, which I will report on next time along with the highlights I 
receive from our amazing team of formal teachers. 

Lisa Henman 
Formal Curriculum Lead 


