
Formal English Home Learning 

These are just some suggestions of things you could do whilst you aren’t in school. I have 
also put some links to online resources that you can use too. 

• YouTube - this has lots of brilliant stories that you can watch with students.  
• https://www.jumpstart.com/parents/activities/english-activities - this has printable 

activities and more ‘English’ based tasks 

Reading 

• Enjoy reading your favourite books. You could do this by reading aloud and expressing the different 
character’s voices. During or after reading you could discuss some of these questions: 

• How would you feel if you were [insert character’s name]?

• What do you think of [insert character’s name]’s behaviour?

• How would you feel if this happened to you?

• What did you like/dislike about it?


• Look up a recipe from a book and create it.

• Read a newspaper/magazine and write down 5 things you learned from it.

• Using a reading book, see how many words you can find with a particular sound e.g. the sound ai even if 

it’s spelled in different ways: ay, a-e.


Writing  

• Write a holiday snapshot / create a photo diary (where you went, who you saw, how I had fun, what I ate, 
what I played).


• How many egg-related jokes can you come up with? Have a competition with family for the best one!

• Come up with an Easter Egg/Treasure Hunt around your house/garden/room. You could write questions/

clues for your family/friends.

• Create a word search using names of your friends and family.

• Practice capital letters with days of the week/months of the year/names - create a poster of the days of 

the week/months.

• Rewrite the ending of one of your favourite books.

• Create a storyboard of a book.

• Design a new front cover for a book.

• Create a new character.

• Write a short story.

• Make a family scrapbook featuring all of the people in your family (where they are from, what they do etc.)


Speaking and Listening  

• Interview people at home to ask how they are feeling/what they think about the news.

• Put on a puppet show/performance of your favourite book or recreate the story.

• Make up and play with tongue twisters like Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers or Betty Botter 

bought some butter …

• Find poems and rhymes that play with language, like Michael Rosen’s ‘There’s mustard in the custard’.

• Make up guessing games during meal times, e.g. I’m thinking of an animal. It can gallop. You can ride it. 

What is it? Take it in turns.

• Put some objects on a tray, talk about them with your child, then cover them up and see how many he or 

she can remember.

• Play charades.


Other suggestions: 

• Put a dollop of paint onto a piece of paper and blow tricky words or letter patterns that have to be 
learned, using a straw!


• Play dice games by changing the dice faces to letters and roll the dice to see if you can make a word from 
the letters.


• Read a book, see the film, play the game! Make links between books and films – which is best?


https://www.jumpstart.com/parents/activities/english-activities


• On long journeys: "Where do you think that truck is going?" Make up a story together about the journey of 
the truck, each telling a sentence at a time.


• Read road signs and ask questions what they mean.

• Play audio tapes of favourite stories and songs.


