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Covid-19 Catch Up Premium 
 

The government has announced £1 billion of funding to support children and young people 
to catch up. This includes a one-off universal £650 million catch-up premium for the 2020 to 
2021 academic year to ensure that schools have the support they need to help all pupils 
make up for lost teaching time. 
 
Schools’ allocations will be calculated on a per pupil basis, a total of £240 for each pupil. 
Though funding has been calculated on a per pupil or per place basis, schools should use the 
sum available to them as a single total from which to prioritise support for pupils according 
to their need.  The Clare School has been allocated a total of £24,480 Catch Up Premium 
money, which will be received in three separate payments. 

Schools should use this funding for specific activities to support their pupils to catch up for 
lost teaching over the previous months, in line with the guidance on curriculum 
expectations for the next academic year.  Schools have the flexibility to spend their funding 
in the best way for their cohort and circumstances.  School leaders must be able to show 
they are using the funding to resume teaching a normal curriculum as quickly as possible 
following partial or full school closure. 

Governors should scrutinise schools’ approaches to catch-up from September 2020, 
including their plans for, and use of, catch-up funding. This should include consideration of 
whether schools are spending this funding in line with their catch-up priorities and should 
ensure appropriate transparency for parents and carers. 

At the Clare School we will be using the Covid-19 Catch Up Premium in a variety of different 
ways to ensure that as many pupils benefit as possible.  We will be focussing the money on 
supporting communication, sensory needs and pupil mobiity throughout the school.  Some 
of the ways we plan to spend our Covid-19 Catch Up Premium money include: 
  

• Purchasing two new Eyegaze Machines and associated software to support our non-
verbal, eye-pointing pupils to develop their early communication skills (£3565) 

• Purchasing a ‘Cloud Nine’ bed and a ‘soft play’ trampoline for pre-formal pupils to 
use to support their postural management and sensory seeking needs (£2339) 

• Purchasing treats for pupils for Christmas in lieu of Christmas parties and visits to 
Santa due to Covid Restriction being in place during winter 2020 (£449) 

• Purchasing ‘Sensory Trail’ items to support with pupil mobility (£579) 
• Purchasing durable outdoor benches and flower planters to create an ‘outdoor 

classroom’ area to support pupil mental health and well-being as we begin to 
support pupils to recover from the Covid pandemic (£1607) 

• Providing Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) training to staff to enable them to support 
the mental health and well-being of pupils as they begin to process the effects the 
pandemic has had upon them and their lives (£1055) 

• To purchase two ‘My Way Walkers’ to support non-weight baring pupils with their 
mobility and physiotherapy programmes.  These will support pupils of all ages due to 
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also purchasing a range of suitably sized slings to accompany the walking frames 
(£5340) 

 
 
Total spend to date: 
£14,934 
 
Grant received so far = £24,480 
Balance remaining = £9546 
 
 
 
 


