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Learning Areas Content  Teacher 

Sensory story This half term, we are reading from Nick Sharratt’s Jack and the Beanstalk. This has been a 
popular novel with the children who have enjoyed the interactive pages of the story. In 
addition to the rhyme intwined throughout the story, the narrative is simple and concise 
which allows for anticipation to mount between sessions and gives the opportunity for the 
children to quickly familiarise themselves with the storyline.  
Sensory story activities are tailored to incorporate the communicative styles of each child. 
Whether through spoken word, signing, symbol use or electronical communication devices, 
each pupil’s preferred communication style is reflected in practice. As we move through the 
novel, children are encouraged to interact with various sensory stimuli. This half-term, this 
has included the soil on which the beans are thrown, a variety of beans, plant pots 
threaded with green silk and much more.  

Miss Shorten 

Art Art has been a favourite subject amongst many of the students this half-term and we have 
enjoyed making beanstalk themed sculptures with a variety of different resources. Art is a 
good opportunity for children to explore the ways in which materials can be linked together 
through threading, stuffing and sticking in order to create new and interesting final pieces. 
Our students are always keen to work with a variety of different textures and canvases and 
this allows for wider opportunity for choice and child-led work. As well as our beanstalks, 
the children have had fun decorating and painting different styles of magic beans, creating 
pouches and will continue to produce different styled cow and chicken art. Later in the 
term, we are looking forward to gathering our own materials to design our very own harps.  
In addition to our Jack and the Beanstalk related artwork, we will also be broadening our 
appreciation for other cultures through creating Chinese lanterns in celebration of the 
Chinese New Year.   

Miss Shorten 

Outdoor Learning Though slightly chillier this month, the children have hugely enjoyed experiencing their 
learning in an outdoor setting. This half-term, we have been fortunate enough to 
experience Colman Junior School’s outdoor learning environment in addition to our own. 
The children have developed their scientific and mathematical skills through a variety of 

Miss Woodhouse 
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play that has required problem-solving and planning. Pupils have enjoyed thinking about 
how to gather natural resources to foster their play skills and how to govern themselves in 
unfamiliar settings. During these lessons, staff are sure to offer minimal support in order to 
develop autonomy and independence.  

Story Massage In reflection of our topic this half-term, story massage has followed a consistent plan that 
offers a familiar introduction and routine. The children are welcomed to join the massage 
setting and to remain seated on the carpet for the duration, though moving around and 
breaks in contact are encouraged. This term, we have continued to offer children a choice 
making introduction whereby they take it in turns to choose a familiar nursery rhyme 
through PECs and objects of reference use.  The nursery rhymes are accompanied by a 
series of massage gestures which the children then experience feeling with help from an 
adult. Following on from our introduction, this term we then follow this with our Jack and 
the Beanstalk story. Along with reinforcing key topic-related vocabulary, story massage is a 
great opportunity for children to begin to tolerate passive tough and the company of small 
groups.  

Miss Shorten 

Sensology Workout  This half-term in sensology, we have been unlocking the senses through undergoing a 
Springtime walk. Like all sensology sessions, this requires the children to use their 
imagination and to rely upon sensory input in order to conjure up some of the items and 
memories that they may associate with Spring. Sensology workout is a great opportunity 
for the children to be exposed to new texture-related adjectives and this half-term we have 
been considering ‘dry’ and ‘wet’ through exploring canned and dried beans.  
We always introduce sensology with our ‘I’ve got a body’ song and encourage the children 
to develop their awareness of their bodies and the roles of different body parts. This can be 
done independently or through passive touch. Just a few of the sensory stimuli that we 
have enjoyed investigating this half-term include cooked spaghetti (worms), umbrellas and 
water spray (spring showers) and plastic forks on our skin (rakes and garden tools as we 
carry out our garden work).  

Miss Shorten 
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Star-time Intended to develop self-regulatory abilities and feelings of anticipation, star time is a 

wonderful opportunity for early learners to develop their understanding of turn-taking and 
waiting. This half-term, our star time has encapsulated Jack and the Beanstalk related 
attention builders and has then broadened into far more structured learning that is non-
specific to our topic work but highly dependent on the ability to work as a team.  
Some of our attention builders this term have included pouring magic beans through a 
funnel, listening to the ‘dong’ of the cowbell and uncovering chicken and cow stencils form 
our flour sieving. Attention builders are intended to incorporate pupil interests as well as 
topic-related objects and so other objects may include light-themed sensory toys and 
sensory encapsulating objects. Moving on from last term, the children are now being given 
opportunities to convey their understanding of turn-taking and their abilities to finish their 
engagement upon request. For some children, star time offers an opportunity to gain 
fundamental skills such as bringing themselves to an open space and remaining seated in 
the absence of a surface such as a table.  

Miss Shorten 

PE PE is a great opportunity for the children to work on their gross-motor work, coordination 
and any physio related targets that they may have in their LSP’s. This time can be dedicated 
to helping the students experience motion in new ways and offers a great environment for 
specialist equipment to be used, such as: walking slings, walkers, standing frames whizzy 
bugs.  This half-term has seen a focus on climbing and experiencing different heights whilst 
in PE. The hall will frequently be equipped with a variety of apparatus that allows for the 
children to experience this sensation such as our pull-out, indoor climbing frame, low-level 
climbing equipment and specialist equipment.  

Mr Hydon 

Music In music, we will be working on familiar songs to build simple percussion skills and choice-
making. This can be presented in a variety of ways- with some children choosing between 
instruments and others building up their musical vocabulary to the point that they can 
differentiate between loud and quiet and perhaps even fast or slow. We will also be 
listening to and familiarising ourselves on some topical songs linked to Jack and the 
Beanstalk and Growth /Springtime. 

Miss Harris 

	


